THE  SCOURGE  OF  GOD

to the days of Xerxes's Immortals. In this Genghis followed
Alexander's example. The greatest number he used, and
that towards the end of his life, was about two hundred
thousand. His achievement was all the more remarkable
because he often fought thousands of miles from his base.
The plan of invasion was to advance from several strategic
points at once, giving his generals wide liberty of action,
but insisting upon constant news so that he might be able
to throw in his reserves at the right time and place. "They
came, they uprooted, they burned, they slew, they ravished,
they carried off, they departed."

He took care to reward those who served him well.
Officers and men received the spoils of war; women and
gold and loot, under a careful system. Those who rendered
him signal service he created Paladins, who could do no
wrong. They had the right to enter his tent at any time,
and were exempt from taxes. Their heirs unto the ninth
generation were to be as privileged as they.

Genghis set a new standard of discipline for an unruly
empire, and made a code of laws for fifty races. It was
said of the discipline he enforced that a virgin with a bag of
gold could ride safely from China to Persia. He re-knit the
caravan routes of Asia, every hundred miles or so setting a
post-house, furnished with fine beds and rich silks. At
some were four hundred horses. There were more than
ten thousand of these posts, with three hundred thousand
horses. His couriers wore a wide belt of bells, rode as in
a relay race, and were the background of his organization.

He instituted the first close shooting season, ordering
that "to keep the men of the army exercised, a great hunt
shall be held every winter. On this account, it is forbidden
any man of the empire to kill between the months of March
and October, deer, bucks, roe-bucks, hares, wild ass, and
some birds.9* It was the custom to ring game, driving it
within an ever-narrowing circle, as a point of honour using
no weapon until the last minute. First the Khan, then
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